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This is a one-time scholarship to aid graduating high school students in the District of Columbia to pursue their dreams of higher education

IFILL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
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Eligibility Criteria
Scholarship awards are available for high school students who meet the following criteria:
· Resident of the District of Columbia
· Proof of enrollment or acceptance in an accredited post-secondary institution.
· Submit all required application materials online at www.metropolitanamec.org and comply with all application requirements within the prescribed time period of March 15 to May 1.
·  All materials must be received by May1.
· Incomplete applications will not be considered.
· Application may be submitted by mail to:
· 1518 M St NW Washington DC 20005
· Submit to the competitive application process administered by the Scholarship Committee
Types of Scholarship Awards and Disbursement
· The recipient may designate the scholarship award for tuition aid and/or books. All checks will be payable to post-secondary institution of attendance. The amounts of awards vary from year to year.
· The Scholarship Committee will announce the awards by Friday prior to Memorial Day and presentation of awards will take place on the second Sunday in June as part of the Youth Day celebration at Metropolitan A.M.E. Church during the 11:00 a.m. worship service.
· The recipient, or an immediate family member, is requested to attend this service to receive the acknowledgement of the award.
APPLICATION FORM
Instructions:
· Each applicant must submit a completed application online or via mail to the Scholarship Committee. 
· Applications and all supporting material will be accepted beginning March 15 but must be received by May 1. 
· Incomplete materials will not be considered. Read the application carefully and answer all questions. In addition, submit the following information:
·  Letter of acceptance or a current certificate of enrollment (if currently enrolled) to an accredited post-secondary institution.
·  Letter of recommendation from one of the following:
· a counselor or major academic advisor.
· a subject instructor.
·  Transcript or record of grades  
· A personal statement written by applicant addressing academic merit, reasons for pursuing vocational and occupational goals, and why deserving of an award (not to exceed 150 words).
· Any other pertinent information, i.e., honors, awards, special programs.
· Interview: Each qualifying applicant will be required to appear before the Scholarship Committee for a personal interview. (Virtual interview is acceptable)
· Failure to appear for the scheduled interview will result in disqualification of the application.
· Please submit application and supporting documents online to
 www.metropolitanamec.org or via mail to:
The Ifill Scholarship Fund
Metropolitan A.M.E. Church 
1518 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20005

Any scholarship applications and documents that are not received by the deadline will not be considered.
IFILL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

1. Name _____________________________________________________________________
(Last) 			(First)			 (Middle)
A. Present Address_____________________________________________________________
B. Home Address ______________________________________________________________
C. Phone ( ____ ) _________		______ ( ______ ) ______________________
(Day/Home)				 (Evening/Cell)
D. Email Address ______________________________________________________________
2. What is your career goal? ______________________________________________________
3. State the church activities in which you participate:
______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________    _________
4. Name of High School __________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________ _____
Date of graduation/expected graduation ___________________________________________
5. Name of post-secondary institution where you are seeking enrollment:
                  _____						         _________________________
Address __________________     __________________________________________________
If accepted, anticipated date of enrollment _________________________________________
6. What is your proposed major field of study? ___________________________________________________
7. Do you or will you attend school full time or part time? __________________________________________________
8. Indicate number of credit hours ___________________
9. Name and address of the counselor or major academic advisor who will submit a letter of recommendation:
_____________________________________________________________________________

10. What is your cumulative grade point average? Numerical ___________ Letter ___________
What scale is your grade point calculated on? ________________________________________
11. When do you expect to complete your course work? ________________________________


12. List all high school or post-secondary extracurricular activities and offices held:
______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________																						__                                                                                                      _                                                                                                                   __________                                                                                                                                  ___ 

13. List all volunteer and community work performed (past and current):
______________________________   __________________																																																				   _______________________	


I, _________________________________________________ , hereby certify that the information* submitted in this application is true and correct.

__________________________ __________________________________________________
(Date) 					(Signature)
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Gwendolyn L. Ifill was bom on September 29, 1955 in New York City to Rev. D O. Urcille Ifill, St.
and Eleanor E. Ifill. “Gwen,” as she known by all, attended school in New York City and
Buffalo, NY; Chambersburg and Steelton, PA; and Springfield, MA. On graduation, she
attended Simmons College in Boston, MA, earning a degree in Communications.

Gwen began her illustrious career in journalism at the Boston Herald American. She
covered a number of beats, including Food, Sports and Features, and local politics. Her
courage and. integrity were challenged during a time of racial strife in Boston that even
entered the newsroom. She next joined the staff of the Baitimore Evening Sun, with
assignments that included City Hall and the Maryland Legislature. It was at The Sun
that she developed her prowess as a political reporter. She went on to cover local and national
politics at The Washington Post and later became the White House Correspondent for
The New York Times. Gwen made the transition to teléVision as a senior correspondent
for NBC News, and ultimately to PBS. where she served as the moderator for Washington
Week and as senior correspondent for The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer. Upon Mr.
Lehrer’s retirement, Gwen made history along with her colleague Judy Woodrff when
they were named the first female co-anchors of a major news broadcast, the PBS NewslIour.

Gwen served on numerous beards in the corporate and non-profit sector, and she was a
member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. She received numerous
awards, including nearly 30 honorary degrees; a George Foster Peabody Award for
Washington Week; the Fourth Estate Award, the National Press Club’s highest honor;
and honors from the Radio and Television News Directors Association, Harvard’s Joan
Shorenstein Center, The National Association of Black Journalists, and Boston’s Ford
Hall Forum, among others. Most recently, the Columbia School of Journalism
announced that Gwen is the recipient of the 2016 John Chancellor Award for Excellence
in Journalism. Ewven more valuable to her has been the regard and respect she has
received from her colleagues and competitors in journalism. Above all, Gwen considered
herself a reporter, and surrounded herself with journalists who shared her values.

Gwen highly valued the bonds of family and friends and was a focal point for many
networks and circles that extended across race, social status, ideology and geography.
She provided encouragement, honest advice, spiritual and alimentary nourishment to
many and was sustained in turn by their love. She was fiercely competitive in dominoes
— her fierceness leavened with boisterous humor. Gwen was a voice of reason and
clarity, not only with her friends and family, but to the millions who viewed her every
week on PBS. She was a longtime loyal and supportive member of Metropolitan AME
Church; her enduring faith in God became even stronger as her health faded.




